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Abstract

How do Confucian groups participate in local governance? Contrary to the
growing body of literature which discusses the development of Confucianism as
religion and its possible institutionalization in China, this paper focuses on the
role of these groups in local governance. This article explores Shenzhen-based
Kongshengtang, a non-profit public interest group and argues that this group
participates in moral governance through its teachings and daily rituals. First,
the article introduces the Kongshengtang, its origin, activities (i.e., teachings and
ritual), and its director. By examining the director, a student of the Confucian
master Jiang Qing, we demonstrate that Kongshengtang actively participates
in moral governance as well as in the local religious condition, even though
Confucianism is not recognized as a religion in mainland China. Second, this
paper shows how Kongshengtang’s religious and moral discourses involve itself in
the Chinese Communist Party’s narrative regarding harmonious society and thus,
how it participates in moral governance. Finally, we will conclude by applying
the religious economic framework to assess its validity in the case of the religious

Confucianism displayed by Kongshentang.
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FAE A A5 P 2 52 19 1F B PR S B0k o James L. Watson B i 45
SESE R W T R > TR R R R T B E A o FRAMAE T ST
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TE AL SE I P ) > AE B — R SR AR A A B R AR
PR DA SR A LA A B A ME — 1B AR IR B & (Brook, 2009 : pp.
22-42) o FHFEIM ~ SCALHE R BEARERAT A AT EUE EE > AR N B K
Bk IR W —8B5 - I AR B AR [ IESE & M
M BAERY ( Goossaert and Palmer, 2011)

2 il R AR AT R IE AL

AE HP I A R > B SEH R T B R AR AR AT 4
A R 3 SR SR 1 FE  (Scott, 1998) o FHE b > A il
VI > A B ) T RH UM B A A R AL SOk B AR AT 25 1
PEHE AL B4 H (Oakes, 2010 :p. 57) « W HEA HE TW - HF#
il 3 B A SR B RS O RE IR A T AR > R IRlIRp A RE
FE F AR &8 09 A T A R A #5E (Ownby, 2009 @ p. 8) © James L.
Watson 1F /& B Joi ) [ S84 (40t A AT /4 1M 2 A 0 4t — SCAL R W]
B R B - Watson $7 1 SCAL @SR Bia) - 3BT 2 R B Iy
AR UL R B FEAT 75 %5 (1993 :p.82)

Watson #5155 11 B8 R 47 £ I 43 BA AR > T 25 10 i 4% 3 19 F 92
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[ 77 1 [ G Al AN 2 A A5 A A B 2 = ) S DA G AR T2
et AT /45 F (Watson, 1993 : p. 95) o E& 5089 %5 2RIk Bl X
BRI I E B — EAR AR U - B R AT R RS T
# (Watson, 1985 5 1993 : p. 94) °

R A o B A 3 5 (5 A v > B sl o AR BLAE & > 8o Rl
W [] IRE 32 2 SR AL - (E A7 e — ARS8 1O A5 WS PR 2 T 18 ER AT 23 2
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MEHAFE > 75 M 7 AR LS X A 28 > 2 AR AR AT A i ML i H
HE (Watson, 1985 : p. 293 5 1993 : p. 17) © Uit — 2 - i1 75 4 4 B
BT RR A (B E) > A B E B By s > RS TE R
FER B BEHATE - HEEM T - /& [IEFb ] M5 #iHCE 4 — 4%
FEAER I F B U S — > T A SR by BN R AHE
B h UGS 5 A BUA E RS2 2E D) (Watson, 2007 ) e

ARSI 43 A Al B ST AR Bk Y B R SRR . b > B4 1970 4R
R B AR 0 B IE 482/ IE S AL AR AT 25 5oy - 2l i B 31X
o Y SCAL TR B R RE o S B A AR E > Oakes B B R AE BLIR
MHMZ T > Bk GE0m LARE f i s > HE i nT LB R AE
i M9 48 2 F (Oakes and Sutton, 2010 : p. 4) °

B A SCAL TR BRI 9T - F8 S T 48 A ) IR T S A R AT 2 i
il > ) M R R G 4 00 LAY i R F2 (Sutton and
Kang, 2009 : pp. 190-214) o B il RFHA Y B ¢ — Ak > o 2t il [
HEET T A 1 BLALAR > A B Rk B WA — B S EAT R
MFERE > i A AR TNy 7 B B o
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13 BIREEGEEAN AF LA A - flin - BB EE > JE
B TIER AT ARE o BRI ER T R E SR S A B 3 F BT
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%) JRE S B A A s SR v B 2 b s DR ) [ A R AT
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14 FEFRAAY B R A 8 AR i Z R EE SIS MBS
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B2 ELER 9] > J& Sutton B Kang ¥[8 <78 DU )1 JL HFHEST
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FRE R Pk B At & BUR R ASTR > DAFIRE 2 44 in DA Ji B g 1

18 ULEELLER (618-907) A EMIEL K CAL -
19 SRAER A RUE A ZH B P R | S {800 2 B 32 26— 3 (Nyird, 2006) °
20 #ERH%k A Eric Hobsbawn Hi Terrence Ranger (1983 )
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AIFHE] o 725 e B 8 T SR R B O B2 R > R
T L SR ) K A SR A S (R B (B B I 22 ( McCarthy, 2010 : p.
177) o %5 LeBLFN S 4k & n] DA W S2 8O b TG B - 5k = A Bl
KB A B A -

i Oakes FTHEME AY 0 5K B #A ABGw AR > FRAMAE FLEE 45 i
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oo JEPRERFRAM > GEINSCAL YV ) e ot B4 T A I T AR
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Fooowiiatk > FLE DL A5) Mt & E B S0 1T R2ZAT
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