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Abstract

Hong Kong is labelled as the “Pearl of the Orient” and reflects a spectacular
night view of neon lights. Before the rise of television broadcasting, neon
signs were one of the most pervasive forms of media, assisting all kinds of
businesses in communicating with a consuming public. The Hong Kong Neon
Signs Archive involves the photo documentation of over 400 still-existing
neon signs since June 2015. It prompted a historical, cultural and contextual
study of Hong Kong signs and the below exploration of two inter-related
graphic components of neon signs, namely, visual language and typography.
This article attempts to explore the following questions: What kind of
typography (the style and arrangement of bilingual text) is used on signs?
What are the visual languages and conventions of neon signs in relation to
different types of businesses? What kind of tacit knowledge (of sign makers)

informs the making of typographic neon signs?
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TERLH i AEER
1 JEE A e Ao il JBE SR A/ T
2 T BEARUL ek JiE R A /
3 gt ¢ e B AR
4 JEi A ks JBE SR A i/
5 A R i SR
6 B s e SN
7 WA it i
8 TR S S R e KA
9 SRR ek SR
10 VRS BT S & AR
1 BTN it i
12 FERRE e R
13 SRR et JBE SR A/ T
14 ey e JBE R A /P
15 EHEE et g3
16 B Sty B e B /A
17 e e 1 B AR /A
18 R RE e SARE
19 R P et I
20 IR LRI i SARE
21 T AT R i o3
2 REFHF i i
23 #iski s B AR
24 B 1L £ P 2 s A
25 B e JRE A A /
26 e g e SARRE
27 T s B AR /T
28 b~ il o S A/ A




JER RS ¢ U TR LR R A AR S R B T O A

29 ST B A et W S
30 WL 4 A ks KRN
31 2 B et K%
32 WA e R /A
33 S P 5K i B AR B /A
34 TR SR R o B /A
35 T it i
36 KA PR L KSR
37 E it et A B B T
38 Wi e B SR/ A
39 S Z BT s AR/
40 TEL P BRI 5 i R /T
a1 o1 ok it N
) B30 ek 0 5
1 FMAE 5 7 ) 51k
2 KA BE e JBE SR A /T
3 s T i RN i
4 44 S it TN
5 B ik N
6 E Bt RN
7 T it LS
8 ) e o S/ A
9 5 fla et B S/ A
10 T4 K8 H K
11 E e A s e EN e £
12 RIEE e A
13 1= BB T 5 s w R
1 Sk Jema S
2 ek Jesam SN
3 TE [ 4 Jeaae AN
4 T Jemam I R




R E

5 WA 500 5 Jesnan KB

6 4 4 UK g Jesan KA

7 U SLE S Jesam i sk X /0
8 B Jesam KB

9 N A S B Jesan SR
10 BB A E JesEn KA

1 & RN R R JiE S /0
2 W X T A /T
3 KT P | AN

4 SR HE K KA

5 Y Bk 2 B e KB

6 K R i /T e
1 7 BRI i HATE

2 7 5 ey B SR /0
3 7 T e e A

4 W 4 B e O SR /0
1 BB R fil H AN

2 YIRS fik i R /0
3 KEARE (R il R

4 KTHEFR fit i A /0
5 PSS (KT fak i A/
6 i 2 S8 fak I

1 RER e KR

2 U S R ik K

1 TERRAR A VK B 1

2 WEE B KA

3 Fs Uk frngm A

4 WA 2 A 8 frngm KA

5 W B H a4
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JER RS ¢ U TR LR AR SE R  BE  e A

1 RAEREE FHT/AC#E [GEERSH
2 PR FHT/AC#E AR /i
3 AR FHT/AC#E AR /i
4 TN b FHT/AC#E R
5 REHRCK FHT/AC#E TR
6 & s FHT/ O JHE R AR BE /P
7 GESi FHT/ O JiE R AR BE /P
8 Siii] FHT/AC#E JHE R AR BE /R
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